
A guide for parents and carers

Our recent parent survey highlighted a wish for clearer home-learning guidance,
alongside concerns about younger children being required to complete additional
work on screens. We have listened and reviewed our approach.

The evidence for the benefits of homework in primary school is at best
inconclusive, particularly for younger children. We want any learning at home to be
purposeful, age-appropriate and manageable, without placing unnecessary
pressure on children or families.

Our recommendations develop as children grow. In the older years, they also
support preparation for statutory assessments and help children build the
independence and routines they will need for homework at secondary school.

Our key message is;
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If you can do only one thing at home,
please read with your child.

Family time is precious. Home learning should support your child’s learning and
wellbeing. All activities in this guide, including tasks set by teachers, are encouraged
but entirely optional. They complement the core learning taught at school, so please
do not feel guilty or worry that your child is missing out if you cannot do everything.
For some children, the effort needed to engage and concentrate at school means that
evenings and weekends are best spent resting, playing and recharging. You know your
child best and can decide what works for your family.

If home learning is becoming stressful or unmanageable, please speak to your child’s
teacher.
And remember: if you can only do one thing, read! Sharing a book and enjoying a
story together makes a real difference.



RECEPTION TO YEAR 2
Reading together is the priority. Keep practice short,
positive and suited to your child.
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Year group Reading: every day Other home learning

Reception Read the decodable phonics books sent
home, matched to the sounds your child
knows.

Read other books to your child; enjoy and
discuss stories from home and school.

No additional screen-based tasks
are expected.

Make time for conversation, stories
and play.

Year 1 Read the decodable phonics books sent
home, matched to your child’s phonics
learning and fluency.

Continue reading other books aloud and
discussing them together.

No additional screen-based tasks
are expected.

Make time for conversation, stories
and play.

Year 2 Read the books sent home, matched to
your child’s reading stage, including
decodable books where appropriate.

Keep listening to and discussing stories
together.

Two or three times a week: a short
5–10-minute maths practise
focusing on number bonds, addition
and subtraction facts, and times
tables being taught in class.
Teachers will provide guidance on
this. 



YEARS 3 TO 6
Daily reading remains central. The suggestions below
are optional, including weekly tasks set by teachers.
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Year group Reading & spelling Maths & other practice

Year 3 Daily reading with an adult. Keep
sharing and discussing books.

A spelling focus will be sent home most
weeks. Families are encouraged to
support brief practice (see page 4).

Oral times-table practice: 5–10
minutes, two or three times a week.

IXL is available and entirely optional.

Year 4 Daily reading with an adult. Keep
sharing and discussing books.

A spelling focus will be sent home most
weeks. Families are encouraged to
support brief practice (see page 4).

Oral times-table practice: 5–10
minutes, two or three times a week.

IXL is available and tasks will be set
weekly.

Year 5 Daily reading and discussion.

A spelling focus will be sent home most
weeks. Encourage short practice and
revisiting previous learning. (see page
4).

IXL maths tasks will be set weekly.

Encourage your child to plan a
manageable routine and take growing
responsibility.

Year 6 Daily reading, independently or with an
adult. Talk about what your child reads.

A weekly spelling focus list will support
practice.

IXL maths and grammar revision tasks
will be set weekly.

As SATs approach, regular, manageable
revision using recommended materials,
such as CGP books.
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Spelling

In Years 3–6, we’ll send home a spelling focus most weeks which supports learning taught
in class. This might be a list of spellings or could be a spelling pattern or rule. 

Children will not be formally tested every week on all the words sent home. Teachers will
check understanding and retention through activities such as dictation, independent
writing and short, low-stakes quizzes of two or three questions, revisiting earlier learning.

A simple way to practise spelling

Look at the word and talk about the spelling focus. Cover it, say it and write it from
memory. Check it together and correct it kindly. Return to it another day; keep practice
brief.

Families are encouraged to support children at home with their spellings. 


	Home Learning at Walberton & Binsted CE Primary
	A guide for parents and carers
	Our recent parent survey highlighted a wish for clearer home-learning guidance, alongside concerns about younger children being required to complete additional work on screens. We have listened and reviewed our approach.
	The evidence for the benefits of homework in primary school is at best inconclusive, particularly for younger children. We want any learning at home to be purposeful, age-appropriate and manageable, without placing unnecessary pressure on children or families.
	Our recommendations develop as children grow. In the older years, they also support preparation for statutory assessments and help children build the independence and routines they will need for homework at secondary school.
	Our key message is;

	If you can do only one thing at home,
	please read with your child.
	Family time is precious. Home learning should support your child’s learning and wellbeing. All activities in this guide, including tasks set by teachers, are encouraged but entirely optional. They complement the core learning taught at school, so please do not feel guilty or worry that your child is missing out if you cannot do everything.
	HOME LEARNING  •  A GUIDE FOR FAMILIES



	RECEPTION TO YEAR 2
	Reading together is the priority. Keep practice short, positive and suited to your child.
	Year group
	Reading: every day
	Other home learning
	Reception

	Read the decodable phonics books sent home, matched to the sounds your child knows.
	Read other books to your child; enjoy and discuss stories from home and school.
	No additional screen-based tasks are expected.
	Make time for conversation, stories and play.
	Year 1

	Read the decodable phonics books sent home, matched to your child’s phonics learning and fluency.
	Continue reading other books aloud and discussing them together.
	No additional screen-based tasks are expected.
	Make time for conversation, stories and play.
	Year 2

	Read the books sent home, matched to your child’s reading stage, including decodable books where appropriate.
	Keep listening to and discussing stories together.
	Two or three times a week: a short 5–10-minute maths practise focusing on number bonds, addition and subtraction facts, and times tables being taught in class. Teachers will provide guidance on this.

	YEARS 3 TO 6
	Daily reading remains central. The suggestions below are optional, including weekly tasks set by teachers.
	Year group
	Reading & spelling
	Maths & other practice
	Year 3

	Daily reading with an adult. Keep sharing and discussing books.
	A spelling focus will be sent home most weeks. Families are encouraged to support brief practice (see page 4).
	Oral times-table practice: 5–10 minutes, two or three times a week.
	IXL is available and entirely optional.
	Year 4

	Daily reading with an adult. Keep sharing and discussing books.
	A spelling focus will be sent home most weeks. Families are encouraged to support brief practice (see page 4).
	Oral times-table practice: 5–10 minutes, two or three times a week.
	IXL is available and tasks will be set weekly.
	Year 5

	Daily reading and discussion.
	A spelling focus will be sent home most weeks. Encourage short practice and revisiting previous learning. (see page 4).
	IXL maths tasks will be set weekly.
	Encourage your child to plan a manageable routine and take growing responsibility.
	Year 6

	Daily reading, independently or with an adult. Talk about what your child reads.
	A weekly spelling focus list will support practice.
	IXL maths and grammar revision tasks will be set weekly.
	As SATs approach, regular, manageable revision using recommended materials, such as CGP books.

	Spelling
	In Years 3–6, we’ll send home a spelling focus most weeks which supports learning taught in class. This might be a list of spellings or could be a spelling pattern or rule.
	Families are encouraged to support children at home with their spellings.
	Children will not be formally tested every week on all the words sent home. Teachers will check understanding and retention through activities such as dictation, independent writing and short, low-stakes quizzes of two or three questions, revisiting earlier learning.

	A simple way to practise spelling
	Look at the word and talk about the spelling focus. Cover it, say it and write it from memory. Check it together and correct it kindly. Return to it another day; keep practice brief.


